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Analysis of the Case of Contamination 
Introduction 
	The Case of Contamination by Kwame Anthony Appiah presents certain aspects in the real world. One of these features is religion, which is mainly used by the author to demonstrate the factors that promote globalization. Appiah affirms that globalization promotes the free flow of ideas, and he points out various people, including the Ghanaian president, who had his education at Oxford University and is a Catholic. Also, he points out that he is a Christian, and his mother has a British ancestry while his father is a Ghanaian. The article notes that religion has been applied in different perspectives to promote globalization, and this has influenced both negative and positive impacts in diverse societies. 
Role of Religion According to Appiah 
	Appiah believes that religion plays a role in promoting globalization and that different groups use this concept to influence cosmopolitism in different ways. Regarding globalization, the author affirms that religion can be applied to promote unity regardless of cultural background among different people. As such, people with different political, social, or economic status can become equal by believing and worshipping one God. Aphasia gives an example of Ghana, where the missionaries influenced Christianity. As such, this has encouraged cosmopolitan since most families in the city of Kumasi encompass members from different parts of the country and the world (Appiah 1). 
	Regarding religion, Appiah also believes that religion plays a role in demonstrating the value of diverse cultures. According to the author, the impact of religion on culture is the main influence of negative and positive implications of globalization. For instance, concerning the positives, faith has helped in promoting the heterogeneity of cultures. This notion entails that regardless of a common religion; people can still make their own choices about the cultures they would like to maintain. For instance, Appiah points out the case of Sipho – a Zulu man from South Africa. Sipho developed a passion for an American soap opera referred to as Days of our Lives. Sipho used the content he learnt from the show to change his relationship with his father (Appiah3). Also, he discovered that in western culture, many people send their old parents to senior homes. However, he does not agree with this idea due to his cultural belief that he has the responsibility to care for the elderly (Appiah 4). 
	By using the case of Sipho, Appiah aims to show that the acceptance of religion depends on whether a person is willing to change his culture due to religious beliefs. As such, the author reveals that religions play a crucial role in demonstrating the importance of culture in different societies. Nevertheless, accepting all the rules of religion can also lead to contamination of cultures. For instance, Christianity originated from the western countries which used religion to develop relationships with different societies. As a result, this approach also led to the contamination of some traditions. Appiah gives an example of the Zao from Vietnam who abandoned their traditional clothes by accepting clothes from western countries (Appiah 3). According to Appiah, the people claim they cannot afford their traditional clothes, yet the wealthy members do not wear the attires (Appiah3). 
The case of the Zao shows that religion has the power to influence change in cultural values to promote authenticity. Nevertheless, groups such as the neo-fundamentalists demonstrate how religion can be used negatively to control globalization. According to Appiah (4), this group tends to show that some cultures are better than others which should not be the case. For instance, the radical neo-fundamentalists affirm that Islam should be universal, which means that Muslims should not identify with any country or region (Appiah 4). However, this notion implies that believers should abandon certain customs and traditions to be accepted in all societies. 
The negative impacts of the roles played by religions to influence globalization are perhaps the main reasons why many societies are afraid of the change that results from complying with globalization (Lehmann 360). Appiah explains that in remote areas in Ghana, most regions are still cosmopolitan and practice traditional cultivation of cocoa (Appiah 1). The people in these regions fear that fluctuation of prices that may result from further globalization may force them to adapt to alternative sources of income. 
My Perspective of Appiah’s Approach in Religion
	I do not entirely agree with Appiah’s approach to religion. In a way, his argument about the impact of religion in promoting globalization is true. Many societies, especially in African countries, have complied to globalization as a result of having common believes with some western countries. This impact was evident from the era of colonization, which led to improvements in infrastructure and communication. However, religion is hardly the main influence of globalization in the 21st century. People embrace globalization mainly due to economic needs. As such, people with common financial goals unite to develop transport as well as communication technologies to improve trade relations. Besides, certain believers, such as Islam hardly support the norms and values that result from globalization. Perhaps this strict opposition is the main reason why neo-fundamentalists yearn to strip the customs and traditions associated with Islam. 
The difference in Appiah’s Approach to my Approach to Religion
	The difference between Appiah’s approach and my perspective is that I do not believe that religion plays a crucial role of influencing globalization but rather it helps in controlling the negative issues that may result from interactions of people with different cultures. Religion aids in promoting social cohesion by demonstrating common moral values among people with diverse backgrounds. For example, religion enables people to identify that they share certain inherent values such as love and respect, which are taught by religion. For instance, in the case of Sipho - the man learnt that people in western culture are not afraid to express their love. As such, he applied this principle by becoming closer to his father. 
Conclusion 
	In summation, The Case of Contamination by Appiah demonstrates certain roles played by religion. The author affirms that religion helps in promoting globalization by allowing people to identify common beliefs. Also, religion has helped in demonstrating the importance of culture in different societies. As such, the impacts of globalization do not entirely mean people abandon all traditional beliefs.  However, certain cultures have been contaminated as a process of achieving authenticity that results from cosmopolitism. I do not entirely believe in Appiah’s approach to religion. Religion does not lead to globalization but rather enables people with different cultures to live in cohesion.  
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